
Jan ‐ 07   Page 1 

THE VIEWS EXPRESSED IN THIS PUBLICATION ARE NOT NECCESARILY THOSE OF MAG [UK] 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
Young drivers may face tougher driving tests 
2nd January 2007  

 
Tougher driving tests for young drivers are being 
considered by the Government to cut the number of 
road crashes.  
Lessons on public roads from the age of 16 and the 
inclusion of safe driving principles in the school 
curriculum are also being looked at.  
But limiting the amount of driving that newly-passed 
young drivers can do has been ruled out by the 
Government.  
Instead, the Department for Transport (DfT) is keen 
to ensure that young motorists are encouraged to 
drive responsibly before passing their test.  
The Driving Standards Agency (DSA), the body 
responsible for the driving test, has been asked by 
the DfT to review the testing and training regime for 
drivers.  
One possible change could be an expansion of the 
existing 40-minute practical driving test into two 
stages.  
The new-look test might cover a broader range of 
skills, including driving at night and on different types 
of road.  
A DfT spokeswoman said today: "We have one of the 
toughest driving tests in the world and we think 
driving instructors offer drivers very good training. But 
we have all seen the statistics for young driver 
accidents and this is something that we need to take 
seriously and have a look at."  
"We don't believe that temporary control measures, 
such as having a curfew on night driving for newly-
passed young motorists, are the best way forward as 
they do not necessarily change drivers' attitudes and 
most revert to their original behaviour.  

"We have asked the DSA to come back with the 
review as soon as possible but it's still rather early 
days on all this and nothing has been decided yet."  
=== 
Speed cameras CUT AND CAPPED as DfT LOSES 
CONFIDENCE 
=== 
Grants to local authorities announced today by 
Department for Transport cut speed camera 
expenditure substantially. 
 
* Many areas see a real-terms cut in budget 
* The budget allocated will not be spent only on 
speed cameras, but will also be spent on other road 
safety interventions 
* Zero growth is allowed over the next 4 years. 
 
Paul Smith, of the Safe Speed road safety campaign 
(www.safespeed.org.uk ) said: "The strong cut in the 
speed camera programme implied by this 
announcement is welcome news, but it is far too little 
and far too late." 
 
"Clearly Department for Transport has lost confidence 
in the speed camera programme and is shifting 
responsibility to local authorities. It is absolutely 
shameful that they are doing this without a clear 
public admission of the abject failure of the speed 
camera programme to improve road safety. Clearly 
they are hoping that it will fade away - but that simply 
not good enough."  
Ed: somewhat typical of this government! 
 
"Speed cameras have proved to be a major 
distraction from real road safety and our roads will not 
get safer until they are scrapped." 
 
DfT page: http://tinyurl.com/y63j7g    
 
LONDON SEES MOTORCYCLES AS MONEY 
SPINNERS 
=== 
Plans to charge commuters and residents for parking 
in Central London represent a retrograde step say the 
Motorcycle Action Group (MAG UK). Westminster's 
council have announced plans to charge for all 
motorcycle parking. The Royal Borough of 
Kensington and Chelsea plans to convert the majority 
of free parking bays into secure bays for residents 
only and charge residents for parking outside their 
own homes. 
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The group which represents the interests of 
motorcyclist’s nationwide feels that Westminster 
should embrace the “two wheels better” message and 
do everything possible to accommodate the 
reasonable expectations of two wheeled commuters 
whose transport choice is alleviating London’s 
congestion problem. 
MAG recognise that some commuters might be 
prepared to pay a modest charge if more parking of a 
secure nature were installed, however the concern is 
that a precedent would have been established and 
the charge might well be ratcheted upwards. MAG 
will welcome opportunities to discuss the possibilities 
with Westminster Council and the Royal Borough of 
Kensington and Chelsea in pursuit of a resolution of 
the issue which serves all interests. 
MAG spokesman Ian Mutch said, "Some might think 
that bikers are getting off too lightly with free parking 
but all should remember that those who use two 
wheels liberate space for essential four wheeled 
traffic, so everyone enjoys a knock-on benefit from a 
choice which Londoners are increasingly making." 
“If Westminster and the Royal Borough of Kensington 
and Chelsea  would take a holistic view of this issue 
which recognises the economic benefits of reduced 
congestion then all interests would be best served.” 
Notes 

1. Information for responding to Royal Borough 
Kensington & Chelsea consultation 
www.network.mag-
uk.org/documents/parkingkensingtonchelsea.
doc  
Deadline unfortunately 5th January 2007. 
 

2. Greater London MAG report on “Parking in 
Westminster” http://greater-london.mag-
uk.org/west-park-report.pdf 800kb. 

3. Greater London MAG website http://greater-
london.mag-uk.org 

4. View BBC News Report 
http://tinyurl.com/yh2qx6   

5. Link to www.motorcycleparking.com 
6. MAG Foundation Secure Parking Booklet 

www.mag-foundation.org   
=== 
DVLA BLUNDERS IMPACTING ON MOTORCYCLE 

RIDERS 
The Motorcycle Action Group (MAG-UK), 
representing the interests of UK motorcyclists, is very 
concerned at the current situation where the DVLA 
(Driver and Vehicle Licensing Agency) have 'lost' 
details of riders entitlements to ride motorcycles. 
The full extent of the problem is not yet known but it 
is likely that riders who have sent their licences to the 
DVLA in good faith, and as the law requires, to have 
changes to their personal details and addresses 

updated may have their licences returned without the 
inclusion of their motorcycle entitlement. 
The situation is further compounded by what seems 
to be the lack of a back up records system. The 
DVLA are requiring riders who have been affected by 
this blunder to provide their own evidence of having 
passed their motorcycle test. 
MAG is advising riders to take photocopies of their 
licences before they are sent to the DVLA for any 
updates. 
MAG’s Campaigns Manager, David Short, says, “This 
is a very worrying situation. It will not only affect 
leisure riders but may impact on professional riders 
such as police, paramedics and despatch riders. 
Motorcyclists on whom the public rely for emergency 
services and business. MAG is making 
representations to have a question raised in 
parliament to try and get some answers in order to 
scope the problem. We will also be contacting the 
DVLA to help try and resolve this situation once and 
for all' 
 
BAFFLED! 
 Date: Tue, 16 Jan 2007 16:29:12 -0000 
  
 Hi David, 
  
Thanks for your time on the phone today - as 
discussed - can you  believe this! 
  
I am 31 years of age and passed my bike test back 
when I was 23 to be exact and rode restricted 
motorcycles for a few years before I could afford to 
move onto a more powerful machine. Unfortunately I 
had an accident which dented my enthusiasm 
somewhat and stayed of bikes for the past 8 years. 
As a new member of the Ducati Owners Club having 
purchased a 748 R on w plate  4 months ago imagine 
my surprise when on trying to insure it my licence did 
not carry the appropriate certification to allow me to 
ride. Worse still the DVLA had no recollection of any 
of my details with relation to my motorbike days. 
  
I have moved house twice in this time period and sent 
my licence in for change of details but never thought 
to check that my bike category was listed on the new 
cards and paper parts. 
  
I am now re taking my test as I have no choice at all 
but to do so at a cost of £600.00. It will act as a small 
refresher for me I guess so not too put out but the 
money aspect does hurt. 
 I honestly can't believe that details like this can be 
lost and no records kept. 
  
 Thanks David, 
  Mike 
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1. David Short can be contacted for comment on 
077389 48080 – campaigns-manager@mag-uk.org 
 2. DVLA website www.dvla.gov.uk 
 === 

AGC 2007 Proposals/Motions – Nominations – 
Manifestos 

=== 
Motions 
Motion 1 
The MAG National Committee shall request from the 
MCIA Ltd a formal statement recognising MAG - and 
the BMF if it so desires - as the legitimate 
representatives of motorcyclists' interests in the UK, 
and a commitment in future to consult with MAG 
before acting on matters that can be reasonably be 
said to be of significant interest to MAG and its 
members. 
Proposed by Neil Liversidge 
Membership Number: 23660 
Seconded by Peter Walker  
Membership Number: 60087 
Motion 2 
Yorkshire MAG calls upon the MAG National 
Committee to request, via FEMA, a formal statement 
from ACEM recognising FEMA as the legitimate 
representative of motorcyclists' interests in EUROPE, 
and a commitment in future to consult with FEMA 
before acting on matters that can be reasonably be 
said to be of significant interest to FEMA and its 
member organisations. 
Proposed by Neil Liversidge 
Membership Number: 23660 
Seconded by Peter Walker  
Membership Number: 60087 
Motion 3 
That where a Group, Region or MAG Individual 
Member (the Exhibitor) exhibits a MAG stand at an 
event to publicise MAG,  upon submission of a 
relevant completed risk assessment form, cover 
should be forthcoming for Public Liability Insurance 
under MAG’s umbrella PLI Policy at no charge to the 
Exhibitor. 
Proposed by Anne Gale 
Membership Number: 63175 Life 
Seconded by George Legg  
Membership Number: 112454 
Motion 4 
Compensation Culture  
'This conference regards the compensation culture 
and related problem of claimant fraud as one of the 
most serious threats to motorcyclists' lifestyle and to 
motorcycling in general. Conference instructs the 
National Committee to: 
1. Immediately commence a study of how legislation, 
practices and codes of conduct might be amended to 
combat this problem. 

2. To bring forward proposals by 31 October 2007 at 
the latest, in support of which MAG members can be 
organised to lobby MPs, the insurance industry, the 
Law Society and other involved parties.' 
Proposed by Neil F Liversidge  
Membership Number: 23660 
Seconded by Linda M Liversidge  
Membership Number: 23660 
Motion 5 
REGISTER OF INTERESTS, HOSPITALITY AND 
BENEFITS 
‘MAG Central office shall maintain a central Register 
of Interests, Hospitality and Benefits, on which all 
Relevant Persons (defined as Directors, National 
Officers, Regional Reps, Co-opted NC Members and 
employees) shall declare and record relevant items 
according to the formula laid down below: 
Relevant Persons shall declare on the register –  
Interests  
The nature of any interest, e.g. a shareholding, 
ownership, office or employment in, or remunerative 
contracts with any company, firm or enterprise 
entering into any form of financial transaction with 
MAG (UK) Limited, or the MAG Foundation, in which 
they have any significant degree of control or 
influence over the placing of that business, and 
where he or she might stand to benefit directly and 
personally from such placement, and paid work or 
contracts with any commercial entity involved in or 
directly related to motorcycling. 
Hospitality  
Any gifts, meals, flights, excursions, travel costs, 
hotel accommodation or other hospitality valued in 
excess of ten Pounds (£10) in a single transaction or 
aggregating to more than £100 in any calendar year, 
in circumstances where such hospitality is provided 
by persons employed in or having commercial 
interests related to MAG and/or motorcycling. 
Other Benefits  
The gift or loan for longer than one month of any 
motor vehicle or the provision of such a vehicle at 
less than a market cost, and the gift or provision on 
such loan of clothing, accessories or other items with 
an open market value when new of £10 or more. 
EXCLUSIONS / GUIDANCE ON DECLARATIONS  
Relevant Persons shall not be expected to declare 
refreshments such a tea, coffee and biscuits provided 
at meetings they attend, nor rounds of drinks, nor 
fraternal gifts such as T-shirts, patches and pins from 
other motorcyclists’ organisations. 
Declarations regarding Benefits and Hospitality shall 
show: 

1. The name and position of the person making 
the declaration. 

2. Who offered the hospitality or benefit 
(individual name and name or company or 
firm) 
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3. On what date it was offered. 
4. In what circumstances it was offered. 
5. Its known or reasonable estimated market 

value. 
6. Whether it was accepted or declined.  

Declarations of Interests shall include all relevant 
dates and amounts of the transaction in question and 
shall explain the nature of the transaction and how 
the Relevant Person is concerned in it. 
COMPILING, KEEPING AND AVAILABILITY OF 
REGISTER  

1. Submissions by Relevant Persons shall be 
made to MAG Central Office, wherever 
possible, by electronic media (email, CD ROM 
or similar) as Emailed Text, Word documents 
or Excel files.  

2. A primary electronic copy shall be kept at 
MAG Central Office of the declarations as 
submitted.  

3. A secondary copy of the electronic register 
shall be kept at MAG Central Office in the 
form of paper copies of the electronic 
submissions, with an accompanying index of 
declarations received.  

4. Receipts shall be issued to Relevant Persons 
making declarations by the member of staff 
charged with its keeping. The onus shall be 
on the Relevant Person to obtain a receipt for 
declarations made. No receipt means that no 
declaration was made.  

5. Electronic copies of the entire register shall be 
made available to MAG Members free of 
charge on specific request, save that MAG 
Central Office shall not be obliged more than 
four such copies to any Member in any single 
calendar year. Standing requests for MAG 
Central to diarise and send copies at regular 
intervals shall not be accepted.  

6. Paper copies shall be available to all MAG 
Members from MAG Central Office by post at 
a cost of £1.00 per side of A4 payable with the 
request.  

ENFORCEMENT  
Saving employees, this document shall be made 
available to all Relevant Persons a), at the point they 
become a Relevant Person and b), annually, 
immediately after the AGC. At these times Relevant 
Persons shall be required to sign and return a copy of 
the document to MAG Central Office, confirming that 
they have understood and agreed to abide by its 
contents.  
Saving employees, in the event that any Relevant 
Person knowingly fails to make a required declaration 
then the National Committee shall determine the 
nature of any appropriate and proportionate advice, 
reprimand or penalty.  

Where employees are concerned these requirements 
shall be made known upon commencement of 
employment, with appropriate reminders at annual 
reviews, and breaches shall be dealt with by the 
Board.  
In the event of the board or NC having to decide upon 
a question in which a Relevant Person has an 
interest, all decisions will be made by vote, with a 
simple majority required.  A quorum must be present 
for the duration of the discussion and decision; 
interested parties will not be counted when deciding 
whether the meeting is quorate.  Interested board 
members may not vote on matters affecting their own 
interests.’ 
Proposed by Neil F Liversidge  
Membership Number: 23660 
Seconded by Linda M Liversidge  
Membership Number: 23660 
Motion 6 
The MAG Energy Working group proposes that this 
National Conference adopts the policy of offering a 
£5.00 discount from full MAG membership to young 
adults between the ages of 16 and 25. 
Proposed by Murray Webb on behalf of the MAG 
Energy Working Group 
Membership Number: 88029 
Seconded by Gerard Livett on behalf of the National 
Committee 
Membership Number: 92282 
Motion 7 
We the undersigned propose that MAG (Motorcycle 
Action Group) begin a campaign for the re-invasion of 
Normandy. This successful campaign will ensure that 
the 3rd (third) DLD (Driving Licence Directive) and all 
previous and subsequent legislation becomes null 
and void. 
Proposed by Don Stewart  
Membership Number: 119657 
Seconded by Kaz Stockdale  
Membership Number: 119657 
Ratification 1 
Interim Policy Statement Issued by the MAG 
National Committee 
The National Committee issues the following policy 
statement to be implemented with immediate effect:  
Any person attending a MAG meeting who uses 
abusive, threatening or potentially defamatory 
language, signs, or behaviour shall be required to 
leave that meeting and their conduct may be reported 
to the National Committee for the consideration of 
further action. 
Proposed by Ian Cook North East Regional Rep. 
Membership Number: 106476 
Seconded by Tony Cox North West Regional Rep. 
Membership Number: 114555 
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Manifestos 
Manifesto for the position of Chairman of the 
Motorcycle Action Group 

Jane Chisholm 
Membership Number: 106527 

Hi, I’m Jane Chisholm, BA (hons), currently Chair of 
MAG UK. I work in education as a teacher in a secure 
unit for children with behaviour problems and live in 
Jackson Bridge, West Yorkshire. 
Throughout my life the constant theme has been 
bikes and I currently ride a Harley 883 Custom 
Sportster, XL53 C. My biking travels have taken me 
through most of the touring roads in the UK and 
Europe and it is this love and pleasure and the wish 
to continue to enjoy it for many a year that drives me 
to promote and defend riders rights in our own 
country through MAG UK. 
My style is definitely a hands on approach. I was 
Yorkshire Regional Rep for three years and through 
the local group expansion plan extended the region to 
10 groups and over 1300 members. 
Between 2004 and 2006 I coordinated efforts in 
putting on the Yorkshire Pudding Rally which 
approaches its fourth year and has already made 
approximately £25,000 for MAG.  
Between 2004 and 2005 as Vice Chair of MAG UK I 
worked on re-establishing training weekends to equip 
our activists with the knowledge and skills to help 
them engage effectively. Uniting the efforts of 
individual members is the key of our organisation and 
I believe that it is imperative to have a hands on 
approach to keep in touch with the grass roots 
membership in the UK. We have a wealth of talented 
volunteers and employees who give their hard work 
and dedication.  
We need their support in order to rally our members 
but to do that it is imperative that the leadership of 
MAG UK is ever present and receptive to the advice 
and expertise of these people. As a dedicated 
member, I recognise that MAG UK is a democratic 
organisation, therefore it is imperative that all actions 
must follow procedures as laid out in the constitution 
and the Chair must be accountable to the members 
at all times. 
The nature of my work in education means I have 
developed and use skills in: planning; forward 
thinking; organising; problem solving; communication 
and team building. In my role as Vice Chair, and 
Chair I believe that I have brought these skills to 
benefit MAG UK.I have worked for several years at 
local, regional and national level and feel I have valid 
experience and perspective of the organisation as a 
whole. 
In April 2006, as Chair of MAG UK, I started work 
with Directors of MAG UK the NC and Staff at 
Central. Our initial work was to take stock of exactly 
where the organisation was and to make movement 

towards improving the structure and efficiency. These 
areas include communication, political planning, 
business plans, supporting the membership and 
recruitment. Work is in progress in all these areas 
and you will have a full report at conference.  
I want what is best for MAG and I believe I have 
demonstrated this by giving time, commitment and 
dedication. The role of Chairman is demanding and 
requires constant attention and dialogue.  
Furthermore I believe that the chair cannot work in 
isolation, but as part of a team. There is still much 
work to do in the year ahead. 
For these reasons I will be standing for the position of 
Chair of MAG UK at the April AGC 2007 and I ask 
you for your continued support. 
Proposed by Sheila McMahon 
Membership number: 120584 
Seconded by Paul Turner 
Membership number: 116205 
Manifesto for the position of National Finance 
Officer 

Justine Travis 
Membership Number: 97513 

I hate preparing a manifesto for AGC, it is definitely 
the worst part of the role and an annual dread and 
each year it gets more difficult to say something new. 
If I can work out a good formula I could be like 'Only 
Fools and Horses' and repeat it annually. 
I have been National Finance Officer and a Director 
of MAG UK since 2004, during my time I have seen 
MAG grow in the expertise and commitment from its 
volunteers shown by the great results from the 
fighting fund donations. In recent years this has 
enabled us to grow the organisation with the 
appointment of a Campaigns Manager and we are no 
longer reliant on temporary staff for peak periods, this 
has meant more continuity and we now have the 
luxury of looking ahead to see where MAG needs to 
go in the future. 
One of the key initiatives has to be to increase 
membership, there is no magic formula for getting 
people to join and there is no way to see what finally 
makes someone sign up, maybe the possibility of 
Fergus leaving them alone is enough. We need to 
look ahead and make MAG such a strong image 
bikers can't avoid it and feel they have to join. We are 
still great value for money and I would never like to 
see us grow complacent and not have to get the 
biggest bang for our buck and I see ensuring that as 
part of my role. 
For anyone new into MAG or who has never attended 
the AGC before it is always hard to vote in complete 
strangers so a bit of personal info may help. I passed 
my test in 1994 and am the resident National 
Committee 'scooter girl' as I ride a Honda Silverwing 
600cc scooter, I also have a Suzuki TU250 chosen 
when I heard it regularly featured on polls of ugly 
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bikes but I like it. My day job is managing budgets as 
an IT Project Manager which has helped me in the 
Finance role, but what has been of far more use is 
being married to a Yorkshire man, 'NO you can't 
spend that' has long been a familiar phrase and has 
come in very handy. One of the major highlights of 
the role for me is being presented with large cheques 
for no effort on my part and I hope I always accept 
them with the correct amount of dignity, hugs and 
kisses are only awarded to 5 figures. 
I now ride my bike less but know more people than 
ever and I hope I have made some life long 
friendships, but above all I can feel I am doing 
something worthwhile to help protect the lifestyle we 
have all chosen. 
To summarise, my outstanding qualifications for 
being voted in as National Finance Officer :- 
Stupid enough to want to do it 
Clever enough to add up 
Too stupid to cheat 
Proposed by Archi Hipkins 
Membership Number: 90809 Life 
Seconded by Sheila McMahon 
Membership Number: 120584 
Manifesto for the position of National Clubs 
Liaison Officer 

Fergus O'Connell 
Membership Number: 25618 

I have now been the clubs officer again for 16 
months. After this years AGC the harbingers of doom 
thought we would lose many of our clubs after we 
had to change the format of the PLI scheme (Public 
Liability Insurance). This has not been the case. Our 
affiliated membership is pretty much at the same 
level as last year. There are several clubs still to 
renew, which may sound surprising but it is all down 
to their AGM's and the timing of. However the level of 
interest is beginning to rise and I am sure that we will 
see a significant uplift in numbers in 2007. 
During the last year I have been pretty busy. I have 
visited as many clubs as I can. I have also attended 
several of our affiliated clubs AGM's and given a 
speech to them. Our fight is all about getting the 
message out there in an informative way. People are 
very surprised to hear the sheer scope of our 
activities and the measures of our success. I have 
also worked on quite a few stalls.  
The highlight of the year for me was when I visited 
Polar Cycles (Stez of Stez Sez fame). Stez and Billy 
had set a club up that operates out of the shop and I 
understood they were keen on affiliation. When I 
turned up, they signed up on mass. Twenty one 
members in one night (thanks lads and lasses). 
It has taken me a little while to get back into the post 
and I hope I reflect the confidence given me by the 
members in voting me in last year. I have been in 
contact with numerous clubs over the last year both 

on a personal and electronic basis and whilst our 
affiliate numbers remain steady I expect these 
numbers to rise over the next year. 
One of the key things I have worked upon is feedback 
from the clubs to create a more inclusive relationship. 
Instead of stumping up their money once a year and 
simply being affiliate members, I want the clubs to 
realise they are part of a movement that will strive to 
protect their way of life and preserve it for the future 
generations. I believe the club pages in The Road 
reflect the beginning of this relationship, which is vital 
to us all. 
The strength of the biking community lies in its clubs, 
whether it is a foggy night in January with a few lads 
having a pint down the local or a full blooded ride out 
in June. Bikers/motorcyclists are sociable creatures 
and lets face it everyone likes to belong. Even the 
loners like to belong somewhere along the line. 
For 2007 we are to have our own club village at The 
Farmyard Party, this continues my ideas of inclusion. 
Welcome one and all whether ye be affiliate or full 
member. I did mention last year that it is impossible 
to quantify how important our affiliate clubs were for 
individual membership. My experience this year has 
underlined this belief and I hope the given the chance 
I will help to build upon it. 
This coming year presents a number of challenges 
for the whole rider’s rights movement. You can rest 
assured that MAG and its representatives will be at 
the forefront of the fight to come. 
'Never in the field of human transport have so many 
been represented by so few' 
Goodnight 
Proposed by Tony Cox 
Membership Number: 114555 
Seconded by Mick Musson 
Membership Number: 117657 
Manifesto for the position of National Network 
Liaison Officer 2007 

Archi Hipkins 
Membership Number: 90809 Life 

I have been involved in communication at inter and 
intra organisational levels for a number of years, both 
professionally and within MAG UK. For the past two 
and a half years, I have used this experience in my 
role as National network Communications Officer. 
This has also meant being involved with the setting 
up of another fund raising event for MAG in Whitley 
Bay which is aimed at being an annual event. 
Additionally heavily involved with MAG Energy; a 
programme aimed at involving pre adults in MAG as 
they are very much the future. 
Network remains one of MAG UK's most effective 
tools of communication. I believe this must continue 
and be developed further. 
Network over the last year has been tweaked in 
format which has received positive feedback from 
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members. Many of the adjustments have been asked 
for by the NC for the good use and benefit of MAG 
UK and by continuing in this role; which I believe 
requires thoughtful presentation of facts, I will 
endeavour to increase its take up in the interests of 
all MAG UK members and of other organisations that 
have the same philosophy. 
Therefore, I will continue to work alongside the NC 
and authors of submitted articles to present a 
balanced and honest briefing document. In striving for 
that I do not align Network with any political party. 
Finally, I will continue to maintain the register of reps. 
in liaison with Central Office and be involved in reps. 
training sessions.  
Proposed by Fergus O'Connell 
Membership Number: 25618 
Seconded by Ian Cook 
Membership Number: 106476 
Manifesto for the position of National Research 
Officer 

Elaine Hardy 
Membership Number: 116837 

 
Over the last two and a half years, I have worked on 
behalf of the National Committee and the Director of 
Public Affairs to carry out research to support MAG 
UK's campaigns. This year I have analysed the 
Members' database and will present my findings at 
the AGC. 
I also wrote a number of papers to support MAG UK's 
campaigns. These include the document 'How Close 
is Too Close'; the MAG UK response to the EU 
Commission's consultation on Daytime Running 
Lights. I worked with the Director of Public Affairs on 
MAG UK's response to the ACPO consultation 
document on motorcycling. As part of my role as 
National Research Officer, I am the observer at 
FEMA for MAG UK and have provided my 
professional knowledge as a researcher, for example 
providing the background information for the FEMA 
response on the EU Consultation on Daytime 
Running lights as well as supporting Bob Tomlin's 
response to the UN on the same topic. I am chair of 
the Strategy Group in FEMA which was set up to 
outline the future strategic and operational planning 
for FEMA. I established contact with Philip Bradbourn 
and Gary Titley to open discussions regarding the 
third European Driving Licence Directive.  
In November I was awarded my PhD doctorate and I 
am grateful for all the support I received from MAG 
members for my thesis. Because I think that the work 
I do for MAG is useful to fight for riders' rights, I would 
like the opportunity to be able to continue as National 
Research Officer. 
Proposed by Steve Wykes  
Membership Number: 89454 Life 
 

Seconded by Ian Cook 
Membership Number: 106476 
Manifesto for the position of Directorship of MAG 
(UK) Ltd. 

Steve Wykes 
Member Number: 89454 Life 

I have been a member of the board of MAG (UK) Ltd. 
since June 2006 and am seeking ratification from this 
AGC. 
Having been on the National Committee as regional 
rep for Scotland for four years I am acutely aware of 
the importance of the business side of MAG in 
helping ensure a sound financial framework. Healthy 
finances are essential to fund our research, political 
and campaigns work effectively and provide the 
background of informed argument that so much of 
our political lobbying is dependant upon.  Without 
adequate funding MAG would still be fighting from the 
fringes of the political sphere rather than from the 
heart of the decision making process. 
MAG has for many years sought to ensure that 
members’ contributions are wisely spent and that 
commercial arrangements provide not only good 
benefits to our members but help fund riders rights.  
That we have been successful in that endeavour is 
demonstrated by our influence in key decision making 
bodies which is consistently far in excess of other 
organisations whose resources should have 
guaranteed far greater political clout.  This is in no 
small way due to the backing and initiative of MAG's 
grass roots activists.  I hope that my background as a 
long standing regional rep and activist in Edinburgh 
and District MAG for the last ten years will enable me 
to ensure that the necessary tools and support are 
available to encourage continued active involvement 
by ordinary MAG members.  
 
Away from MAG in my day job I am systems engineer 
in a large hi-tech manufacturing company that 
specialises in airborne radar and avionics systems, 
working on projects which require not only sound 
engineering solutions, but require a good 
understanding of financial constraints and costs as 
well as a systematic approach to project 
management and the ability to present technical 
arguments in support of modification programs. 
I would like to think that my background within MAG 
and engineering would be an asset to the board of 
MAG (UK) Ltd. and to furthering the aims and 
objectives of MAG. 
Proposed by Gerard Livett 
Membership Number 92282 
Seconded Fergus O' Connell 
Membership Number: 25618 
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January 2007 
Thousands of people have already downloaded and 
used TheBigOptOut.org's[1] letter, and officials at 
Connecting for Health - the NPfIT division of the 
Department of Health - are making increasingly 
desperate and sometimes contradictory statements 
and claims. Lord Warner (only days after announcing 
his resignation) got a drubbing from Cambridge 
Professor of Security Engineering, Ross Anderson on 
the Today show, and Harry Cayton, CfH's 'patient 
tsar', just can't seem to understand why people won't 
take him at his word on the security of the system, 
and who will have access to your medical records, 
just weeks after DoH has gone back on its promise of 
a meaningful opt-out. Please write to your GP using 
the opt out letter on TheBigOptOut site, their handy 
form allows you to enter your details and then print off 
your own letter. In addition please tell all your friends 
about the opt out letter - the more of us that contact 
our GPs the more likely we are to succeed. 
 
References: 
 
[1] The Big Opt Out has been formed in response to 
the fact that millions of personal medical records are 
to be uploaded, regardless of patients' wishes, to a 
central national database (the NHS spine). As the 
Guardian put it in November: "The NHS's centralised 
and computerised system 'Spine' poses a very real 
threat of breaches of confidentiality of health records 
and raises the spectre of other agencies getting a 
view too". It is likely that the NHS database will be 
linked to the National Identity Register via citizen's 
unique National Identity Register Number. 
 
[2] The opt out letter is at 
www.TheBigOptOut.org/optoutletter 
What's next? 
Consultation on DNA database 
A consultation by the Nuffield Council on Bioethics 
(NCoB) is seeking views on DNA and the DNA 
database. The consultation, 'Forensic use of 
bioinformation: ethical issues' closes on 30th January 
2007. We urge anyone who feels strongly about this 
issue to read the consultation paper and submit a 
written response asap (responses can be sent via e-
mail). It is worth remembering that when it was found 
that DNA data (and samples) were being retained 
illegally, the government did not respond by enforcing 
rules that existed to protect the innocent - it passed 
new laws that allowed the innocent (even the proven 
innocent) to be treated exactly the same as convicted 

criminals. For more information on DNA issues 
generally see the website of Genewatch 
(www.genewatch.org). See http://tinyurl.com/yb5gjx 
 
PETITIONS 
http://petitions.pm.gov.uk/traveltax/  
  
The government's proposal to introduce road pricing 
will mean you having to purchase a tracking device 
for your car and paying a monthly bill to use it. 
The tracking device will cost about £200 and in a 
recent study by the BBC, the lowest monthly bill was 
£28 for a rural florist and £194 for a delivery driver. 
A non working Mum who used the car to take the kids 
to school paid £86 in one month. 
On top of this massive increase in tax, you will be 
tracked. Somebody will know where you are at all 
times. They will also know how fast you have been 
going, so even if you accidentally creep over a speed 
limit you can expect a NIP with your monthly bill. 
   
If you care about our freedoms and stopping the 
constant bashing of the road user, please sign the 
petition on No 10's new website: 
 http://petitions.pm.gov.uk/traveltax/ 
  Please pass this on to anyone who owns a 
car/motorcycle. It affects them. 
 
Speeding Fines - epetition reply 
17 January 2007 
We received a petition asking: 
"We the undersigned petition the Prime Minister to 
freeze all speeding fines levied against motorcyclists 
until such time that the Government tests and 
approves all speed detection equipment for use 
specifically on motorcycles." 
 
Read the Government's response 
Speed measuring devices used by the police to 
produce evidence for court have to be of a type 
approved by the Secretary of State. The UK "type-
approval" process is extremely rigorous and involves 
both operational and laboratory testing. Details of the 
type approval process are laid down in the 
Speedmeter Handbook, available on the Home Office 
website: 
 
It is probably the most rigorous process of its kind in 
the world, and is very highly regarded. Manufacturers 
selling their equipment in other countries are keen to 
proclaim its UK type-approved status. The Home 
Secretary only type approves devices that highly 
qualified and experienced Home Office scientific 
advisers are satisfied have passed the demanding 
requirements of the type approval process. 
We should explain the two stages of the type 
approval system which all speed measuring devices 
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must successfully complete before they can be used 
by the police for enforcement. The equipment is 
initially tested by the police as if in full operational use 
although, of course, no prosecutions are brought 
during the testing period. Once the police are 
satisfied that devices are of a sufficient standard to 
meet their needs the responsibility for testing passes 
to the Home Office Scientific Development Branch 
(HOSDB). 
HOSDB's requirements cover such issues as storage, 
operating temperatures, portability, durability, 
weather proofing, and electro-magnetic compatibility 
as well as obvious matters such as accuracy and 
reliability. Independent scientific test houses carry out 
the testing. Only when a device has passed all these 
tests will a type approval Order be signed so that the 
police can use it for prosecution.  
 
There is no condition on the type approval of any 
enforcement device that it cannot be used on 
motorcycles. HOSDB do not carry out specific tests of 
speed measuring devices on motorcycles as there 
are no technical reasons to believe they present new 
technical challenges not present with all other types 
of vehicle. The type approval process does however 
include, as well as laboratory tests of compliance with 
specifications, extensive operational trials by the 
police. In these all vehicles on the road are tested, 
including motorcycles.  
We are satisfied that all devices currently in use merit 
their type-approved status and irrespective of the 
type of vehicle detected exceeding the speed limit, if 
they are used in line with any conditions laid down in 
their type approval order, with the manufacturers' 
instructions and with ACPO's Road Policing 
Enforcement Technology Code of Practice for 
Operation Use, they can be relied on to produce 
accurate readings.  
Given this thorough approach to testing, the 
Government does not believe that there are grounds 
for freezing speeding fines levied against 
motorcyclists until speed detection equipment has 
been tested and approved by an independent body 
for use on motorcycles. 
=== 

MAG Good News Spread the Word 
 
Since Christmas: 
 
Newspaper coverage 
Over the Christmas period my local paper the York 
Press ran an article on the motorcyclist in Bristol who 
was victim of the stupid ‘yoof’ craze of playing 
chicken, running in front of vehicles whilst being 
filmed by mates on their mobile phones. The ‘yoof’ in 
this case took it too far and was hit by the biker who 
could not take evasive action. The kid was killed and 

the biker seriously injured. The rider is claiming from 
the criminal injuries compensation authority on the 
grounds that his injuries were caused by a reckless 
criminal act.  
 
Trouble was the paper printed the story in such a way 
that it read as though the rider was taking a real 
liberty in so claiming. I sent a letter to the editor, 
expanding on the story and putting it into context. The 
letter was printed in full, with a foot note from the 
editor saying that their reporting was factual. Yes it 
was but it conveniently left out the salient facts! It 
prompted numerous e mails of support of my letter 
from the biking community.  
 
MCN 
Staying with the media theme, a letter appeared 
which was less than complimentary to MAG and 
whilst it is disappointing to see such correspondence, 
it nevertheless presented an opportunity to put 
forward the counter view. In my previous life the 
worst thing to happen when there were any ‘bad 
news’ stories was for there to be a stony silence or 
‘no comment’. An editor’s field day!  
 
Keep a watch out for opportunities to promote MAG 
in your national, local, or specialist press. If you want 
any help advice on composing a letter then just e mail 
me or call me.  
 
I also took the opportunity of making personal contact 
with the editor of MCN, Marc Potter, which resulted in 
a visit to the EMAP Empire in Peterborough on 17th 
January. I set off on a cold morning on the 600 Fazer 
for a boring 150 mile haul down the A1. On arrival I 
was warmly greeted by Marc. I met up with the 
editors of Bike, Simon Hargreaves, Performance 
Bike, Tim Thompson, and Classic Bike, Hugo Wilson. 
I also met the man in overall charge of EMAP. He has 
been in position for only a couple of weeks and keen 
to establish meaningful links with MAG. Indeed the 
one thing that came out clear was a perception 
amongst the editors that MAG did not like them!  
 
After a good amicable meeting over coffees and a 
tour round the EMAP Empire I felt very optimistic for 
our future relations. Marc even took me into his 
confidence on some exciting developments with their 
website and intimated that there could be 
opportunities for MAG within the website.  
 
Still on the EMAP theme, I am being given the 
opportunity to have an interview with Bike magazine, 
scheduled to take place on 31st January. That’s pretty 
serious coverage for MAG! 
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Business Planning   
Good progress continues on this project. Trevor and I 
sat down and thrashed out the commercial enterprise 
elements of MAG business , Sheila McMahon has 
helped me with the ‘people’ side of the business, ( I 
hate the term human resources, sounds like some 
Marxist interpretation of the production process, yuk – 
celebrate people, YOU matter!) . Justine and I have 
worked through the finances. I will present a first draft 
to the Board and NC on 9th &    10th Feb’.  
 
House of Commons Transport Select Committee 
One of the things that MAG has been involved with is 
the development of the Governments Motorcycle 
Strategy, which was published in February 2005. 
Progress on delivery, which is the responsibility of the 
DfT, can best be described as patchy consequently 
the above select committee has called a scrutiny. 
These are hard hitting enquiries held in auspicious 
imposing rooms in the Houses of Parliament, on a 
par with the most formidable Crown Courts and with 
Hon Gwyneth Dunwoody MP as chair as foreboding 
as the sternest Judges I have stood before. 
 
MAG was called to give evidence based on a paper I 
had submitted on behalf of MAG to the committee in 
advance of the scrutiny. The hearing took place on 
24th January and I am grateful to the support of our 
President who came along to take pictures then sat in 
the public gallery. I was able to put forward the MAG 
views on issues we are campaigning on, bus lanes, 
3DLD, police enforcement, secure parking, and 
inclusion in local transport planning and other issues. 
Unfortunately the scrutiny was overly focussed on the 
mini moto issue for my liking but at least I was able to 
put forward the good work MAG is involved in by way 
of partnership arrangements to encourage legitimate 
mini moto use in safe environments. The real benefit 
was that I appeared to have struck an accord with the 
Dowager of Westminster and made the point that 
MAG is here and we are credible contributors to 
policy with a voice to be heard. 
 
Questions in the House mobile phones and DVLA 
blunders 
During the debate my brother in law Robert Goodwill 
MP and Conservative part whip joined us and after 
the ‘ordeal’ took Mr President and myself to one of 
the many opulent hospitality rooms where tea and 
toasted teacakes was served on fine bone china. 
Within hailing distance the Dowager and members of 
the committee were sat and a healthy exchange of rib 
tickling banter took place.  
 
MAG is at the centre of Parliament and our voice is 
being heard by Government.  
 

Amongst this, as always serious business takes place 
and I thanked Robert for raising the issue in the 
house through the shadow transport secretary, Chris 
Grayling, on mobile phone enforcement. Whilst it is a 
step in the right direction to increase the penalties my 
concern is that you could introduce the death penalty 
but if there is no one out there to enforce then it is 
little more than window dressing. I raised this with 
Robert and hence the question in parliament, 
(apparently that’s one of the things whips do!). 
 
DVLA blunders. This is something that has been 
going on for some time where peoples entitlement to 
ride motorcycles has been left off the licence when 
they have been returned from the DVLA. The issue 
has come to the fore again recently , ( see press 
release on MAG website). I have raised this with 
Robert and he is going to get a question asked in the 
house. I am grateful to MAG members who have e 
mailed me with some howlers which he will be able to 
put to good use as examples of how bad it can get. 
 
Arrangements are in hand for me to have private 
meetings with the transport minister Steven Ladyman 
and the shadow minister, Chris Grayling.  
 
The point here for all of you members is that you cant 
beat establishing good working relations with your 
local councillors, MP’s, newspaper editors and the 
like. In reality the most effective business and 
campaigning is done outside formal meetings.  
 
Trust and respect has to be earned. It takes a long 
time and can be destroyed and undermined in a 
second!  
 
Isle of Man TT Races 100 years celebration 
2007 marks the Centenary of the most famous 
motorcycle road races in the world. Whole rafts of 
celebratory events are taking place including a 
special conference being run by the Motorcycle 
Research Unit of Huddersfield University. I was 
appointed as a visiting research fellow of the 
University in March of last year in recognition of 
research work I have been involved with over the 
years.  The conference theme will be ‘The TT races, 
heritage, culture and place. The conference is 
something I was helping to set up before I took up 
employment with MAG. I have submitted a paper on 
titled ‘The Enthusiastic Spectators Perspective’, (I am 
a bit of a TT addict, ok not a bit a lot!). 
 
The good news is that my paper has been accepted 
and I will be giving a presentation. This will now have 
a MAG spin and present an opportunity to promote 
MAG in front of the ‘great good and whose who’ in 
motorcycling. 
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Local Networking 
In my previous life I had to, by nature of the job, be 
on close terms with the MP’s on my patch. I had 
William Hague, Richmond, Anne McIntosh, Vale of 
York, Hugh Bailey York, John Greenway Ryedale and 
Robert Goodwill Scarborough & Whitby. 
 
Going back to the point I made earlier about 
establishing the links, be assured it is far more 
valuable than relying on correspondence, e mails or 
petitions. I have a diary full of when the North 
Yorkshire MP’s hold their surgeries and I will be going 
along and offering my help on issues they are 
struggling on in relation to motorcycling. 
 
Note the tone here to help their understanding. We all 
like that don’t we and this will achieve far more than 
going in with a confrontational attitude. 
 
As a MAG member do you know who your local MP 
is? Why not find out and go along to a surgery? You 
may be surprised at what you can achieve by just 
going along for an informal chat, outlining what MAG 
is involved in and how we want to engage in a 
positive way.  
 
If you want any help advice, just give me a call. I will 
come along with you if you are a bit unsure just to 
help break the ice. 
 
As MAG members you are the eyes and ears of 
the organisation and things which are picked up 
early enough can often be nipped in the bud 
before they become an ‘issue’. 
 
Political Lobbying and Campaigning 
 
On the 22nd January I went to an excellent seminar on 
political lobbying run by the MCIA at their HQ in 
Coventry. The guest speakers were the former 
transport minister David Jamieson MP, Mr David 
Padfield, former head of department for in the DfT 
and Mr Jeremy Sweeney who runs one of the most 
successful political and corporate affairs agencies in 
the UK. His company managed the pro hunting 
campaign when the legislation banning fox hunting 
was going through parliament. 
 
So much sound advice was given and I learnt a lot 
which I will put to good use advancing MAG’s cause. 
The one thing it really did reinforce is that you cannot 
beat establishing the informal networks of trust and 
respect. It also emphasised the need to build up the 
numbers of people who may support the issue, 
‘critical mass’ as its called in in campaigning 
parlance. See the Campaigns Strategy in Network 
 

We need to build bridges and make alliances with 
interest groups that can promote our cause, 
identifying the common goals that we are trying to 
achieve. 
 
Whenever you are considering campaigning on an 
issue think who else might want to come on board. 
You will be surprised!  
 
If in doubt give me a call on; 
 
Office, 01347 822214 
Mobile, 077389 48080  
 
So much to celebrate, feel proud about to be a 
MAG Member!!!! 
 
Onwards and upwards! 
 
David Short 
 
Campaigns Manager 
 
Written submission to House of Commons Select 

Committee 
Enquiry into implementation of the Governments 

Motorcycling Strategy 
Portfolio held by Department of Transport 

Dear Sir/Madam 
I am pleased to forward to you the following 
submission in connection with the above enquiry.  
 
Written submission by; 
David Short B.Sc, MIRM  
Campaigns Manager for the Motorcycle Action Group 
and member of the National Motorcycle Council 
 
Contact details; 
 
This submission is also a joint view of the 
motorcycling community and members of the 
National Motorcycle Council (NMC). 
 
For the information of the committee, David Short 
would be prepared to provide oral evidence at the 
subsequent enquiry. 
 
David Short B.Sc, MIRM 
Campaigns Manager 
Motorcycle Action Group 
 
Part 1 
Executive Summary 
 
1. The Motorcycle Action Group and the original 

National Motorcycle Council (NMC) were 
delighted when the government established the 
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Governments Advisory Group on Motorcycling 
(GAGM) in 1999. It appeared that for the first 
time, motorcycling was being taken seriously by 
government. Through meaningful consultation 
between motorcycle interest groups, agencies 
and other parties a truly joined up strategy to 
mainstream motorcycling and to consider its 
application into an integrated transport strategy 
could, at last be achieved. 

2. At the heart of the issue is the recognition of the 
freedom of consumers to choose their preferred 
mode of transport. Freedom of choice is one of 
the cornerstones of British Society, a freedom 
which needs to be exercised responsibly and 
within the law.  

3. Motorcyclists welcome this opportunity to be 
recognised as a vehicle user group who are 
able to demonstrate environmental benefits, 
reduced traffic congestion and a contribution to 
the growth of the UK economy by providing a 
low cost, efficient means of mobilising the 
workforce. This is especially relevant in rural 
areas where public service transport is not 
readily available to match the demands of the 
workplace. ‘Wheels to work’ schemes in North 
Yorkshire are excellent examples of where 
affordable mo-ped and scooter transport is 
made available to young people through 
partnership schemes to enable them to travel to 
and from work. This has positive benefits in that 
it engages young people in the benefits of 
employment, bringing with it social responsibility 
and a diversion from anti social behaviour and a 
life of crime. 

4. Notwithstanding the potential benefits 
motorcycling can bring, there is a recognition 
that motorcyclists are vulnerable road users and 
that road casualty reduction is a commendable 
government objective. Motorcyclists, 
irrespective of where the blame lies in the event 
of collisions, will always be ‘second best’. 
Nevertheless motorcyclists often perceive that 
casualty reduction measures focus too heavily 
on motorcyclists themselves rather than tackling 
the root cause which is often carelessness and 
lack of consideration on behalf of others. 
Motorcyclists recognise they are vulnerable but 
are able to make those choices on a balance of 
benefits which they as individuals derive from 
riding a motorcycle. 

5. The motorcycling community welcomes the 
publication of the Government’s Motorcycling 
strategy which was a direct outcome of the 
Governments Advisory Group on Motorcycling. 
It provides a very positive way forward to 
engage motorcycling into a fully integrated 
transport strategy which will play its part in 

contributing to the expansion of the UK 
economy, the environment and provide 
fulfilment for those who make the choice to ride 
motorcycles. 

6. The Strategy, published in February 2005, 
outlined 44 actions. The implementation of the 
strategy is being progressed by the National 
Motorcycle Council, (NMC), in partnership with 
the Department for Transport, who became 
members of a restructured NMC in late 2005. 
The NMC is made up of representatives from 
the motorcycle interest groups, the motorcycle 
industry, DfT, other agencies and organisations 
who can make a positive contribution to the 
delivery of the strategy 

7. The 44 actions have been grouped into the 
following areas. Task forces manage each area: 

 
(a). Traffic Management, Planning & 

Transportation 
 
(b). Technical, Engineering and environment 
 
(c). Training, Testing & Licensing 
 
(d). Road Safety & Publicity  

8. Timescales for the delivery of the strategy range 
from ‘Already implemented’ to ‘2-5’ years.  

Part 2 
 
Brief Introduction to the Submitter 
 
1. David Short is a member of the NMC. He is full 

time employee of the Motorcycle Action Group 
in the capacity of the Campaigns Manager. He 
has been in post since October 2006. 

2. David Short retired from the police service in 
March 2006 having completed over 30 years 
service. He retired in the rank of Chief 
Superintendent and was the senior officer in 
charge of the ‘Eastern Area of North Yorkshire, 
one third of England’s largest County.  Mr Short 
is a life long motorcyclist and during his police 
service he initiated the ‘Bike Safe’ casualty 
reduction scheme. He was awarded the Prince 
Michael of Kent Special Road Safety award in 
1998 for his innovative approach to road 
casualty reduction. Bike Safe is now a National 
police motorcycle casualty reduction education 
programme.  

3. David Short was a member of the team which 
compiled the Association of Chief Police Officer, 
(ACPO), Road Deaths Investigation Manual. He 
has been the Senior Investigating officer in a 
number of high profile fatal collisions involving 
police officers. David Short represented ACPO 
on the Government Advisory Group on 
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Motorcycling. He holds a B.Sc in the Social 
Sciences and is a member of the Institute of risk 
management. 

Part 3 
 
Factual Information 
 
1. In relation to specific actions allocated to the 

motorcycle interest groups, i.e. the Motorcycle 
Action Group and the British Motorcyclists 
Federation, there are two. 

 
Action (iii).   

 
A campaign led by the motorcycle industry, 
retailers and rider user groups to encourage 
riders to keep their machines road legal for 
noise. 

 
Action (xli). 

 
Engage with the press to discuss how they can 
work with us so that irresponsible riding which 
endangers the riders themselves and other road 
users, is not encouraged. 

 
2. In relation to (iii) above the MAG, BMF and MCI 

are working with the Federation of European 
Motorcyclists Associations, (FEMA), to produce 
guidelines which will be reviewed by the 
Technical , Engineering and Environmental sub 
group for implementation in the UK.  In addition, 
letters of support have been sent to one of the 
motorcycle magazines which has been 
encouraging quieter exhaust systems. The 
NMC recognise the negative impact of noisy 
exhausts, especially when compounded by 
irresponsible riding. The appointment of a new 
Campaigns Manager to the MAG will present an 
opportunity to develop a national campaign to 
address this issue. This will involve 
manufacturers, retailers and trading standards. 

 
3. In relation to (xli) above, regular meetings have 

been established with editors of motorcycle 
magazines to try and persuade a more 
responsible editorial and features. This appears 
to be having some positive effect, as outlined in 
2 above. It would however be a fair observation 
that the irresponsible elements of the 
motorcycle media are little different from other 
periodicals in other walks of life. The ‘laddish’ 
culture pervades in some Mountain Biking, 
motoring and ‘lifestyle’ magazines such as Zoo, 
Nuts and Loaded magazines. 

 

4. It is fair to say that given the relatively recent 
publication of the National Motorcycle Strategy, 
February 2005, and the complexity of many of 
the recommendations, much of the 
implementation is medium to long term and still 
ongoing. Attached to this report is a power point 
presentation made by each of the sub groups in 
September 2006 which outlines progress to 
date. 

Part 4  
 
Recommendations for action 
 
1. Whilst significant progress is being made on the 

implementation of the strategy there are areas 
of concern. Most evident is the slow pace and in 
some areas an apparent reluctance to consider 
motorcycles with in the Local Transport plans of 
Unitary and local authorities. Despite the best 
efforts of motorcycle interest group activity 
some LA’s do not seem to be entering into the 
spirit of the strategy which specifically 
recommends that motorcycles should receive 
appropriate attention in future reviews of 
planning guidance and documents, Action (vii) 
and Action (viii), to continue to encourage local 
authorities to give proper consideration in their 
LTP’s to appropriate provision for motorcyclists. 

 
2. It is recommended that Regional Government 

take a more proactive stance in holding LA’s 
accountable for the implementation of these 
actions. 

 
Conclusion 
 
The Government’s Motorcycle Strategy is a milestone 
in the integration and mainstreaming of motorcycling 
into society. I know I speak on behalf of the 
Motorcycling community when I say that we will work 
diligently and tirelessly with the government, 
agencies and organisations in delivering the actions. 
 
David Short B.Sc MIRM 
Campaigns Manager 
MAG- UK 
 
NB Attached to this report is a power point 
presentation made by each of the Task Forces and 
outlines progress to date in each of the actions within 
the strategy. 
 



Jan ‐ 07   Page 14 

THE VIEWS EXPRESSED IN THIS PUBLICATION ARE NOT NECCESARILY THOSE OF MAG [UK] 
 

 
Bikesafe Launch 
Event Date: 31 March - 1 April 07  
Event Venue: Cheltenham Racecourse  
Event Synopsis: Join us back at the Cheltenham 
Racecourse on the 31 March to the 1 April for some 
updates on the Government Motorcycle Strategy and 
the New Motorcycle Test. DSA staff will be there to 
answer queries about the projects and in particular 
the future of motorcycle training and testing. Or if you 
prefer just come and say hello and have a chat about 
biking with people who love it!  
Email: georgia.georgiou@dsa.gsi.gov.uk  
=== 
TWO WHEELS BAD, FOUR WHEELS GOOD 
=== 

The southern Chinese city of Guangzhou has got rid 
of more than 320,000 motorcycles from its streets - 
literally overnight - to reduce air pollution after 
government surveys found it to be the country's most 
polluted city. 
 But some suspect Guangzhou's car industry, the fifth 
biggest producer in China, had lobbied for the ban to 
boost sales. 
The ban, which took effect on January 1, has crippled 
small businesses and forced hundreds of thousands 
to look for affordable alternatives such as the bicycle. 
 For many, motorcycles have long been the main 
means of transport. 
Many residents fear losing their livelihood because of 
the new regulation despite the government's promise 
to create new jobs. 
A motorcycle taxi driver who has been in Guangzhou 
for three years told Al Jazeera he would now have to 
leave town to find another job. 
But not everyone has complied with the new law. A 
handful of motorcycle taxis were seen operating after 
Monday's ban came into effect.  
 

Distress sale 
The ban has also created a second-hand market 
where owners are forced to sell old and even new 
machines at low prices to farmers from out of town.  
Small traders complained they were suffering losses 
because they were unable to transport supplies 
cheaply after being forced to sell their motorcycles 
which, if unsold, will be officially confiscated after two 
weeks. 
Although not everyone in Guangzhou believes that 
pollution is the main reason for the ban, nobody 
dares to openly complain, and people have given up 
on their bikes for fear of the law. 
But some city dwellers said they could already feel a 
difference only a few days after the ban. 
One resident said: "The air quality has improved and 
there is less noise. The outlook of the city is 
completely new. I am sure it will get even better over 
the weeks to come." 
=== 
RESTORING PUBLIC CONFIDENCE IN MOBILE 
SPEED CAMERA ENFORCEMENT - THE WAY 
FORWARD  
In the light of the recent landmark case overturning a 
speeding conviction obtained using an erroneous 
reading from the LTI 20:20 laser device, and the 
continued abuse of 'prior opinion' by mobile camera 
operators, the ABD has received the following 
suggestion from a concerned serving police officer:  
 
All speed enforcement equipment that requires a 
'prior opinion' should be modified.  
 
The modification is a simple one; before the 
equipment can be activated the operator must input, 
via a keypad, his/her estimate of the speed of the 
target vehicle. Once this information has been 
entered then and only then will the device allow the 
operator to activate it. The full session video would of 
course record this prior estimate of speed in the data 
field. It will also clearly show anomalies when the 
reading is in excess or otherwise of the operators 
'prior opinion.'  
 
Alternatively, the operator simply having to press a 
button to 'enable' the camera when he sees a vehicle 
that he suspects is exceeding the speed limit, would 
prevent the practice of 'fishing' where even drivers 
who aren't obviously speeding are targeted.  
 
This would reassure the public that the equipment is 
being used ethically.  
 
Long-range speed measurement would be reduced, 
which could aid accuracy and the claimed purpose of 
slowing drivers down rather prosecuting them.  
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ABD Director of Policy Mark McArthur-Christie said, 
"This idea would address some of the concerns about 
the way mobile speed camera enforcement is 
implemented in the UK. Continued use of the LTI 
20:20 under the current guidelines is likely to see 
many more speeding cases either overturned or 
dropped before reaching court."  
 
Daily Mail article about driver David Lyall who had his 
speeding conviction quashed due to an 'error 
trapping' failure in the LTI 20:20 laser speed gun:  
http://tinyurl.com/2y2go3  
 

MOBILE PHONE LAWS MISS THE POINT 
Department for Transport today issued a reminder 
that the penalty for using a hand held mobile phone 
while driving will increase at the end of next month. 
 
Paul Smith, founder of the Safe Speed road safety 
campaign (www.safespeed.org.uk) said: "Driving 
while using a mobile phone can be extremely 
dangerous and appears to affect the way that drivers 
recognise road hazards. All the science tells us that 
the problem comes from the conversation rather than 
the act of holding the phone. The revised law will only 
apply to hand-held phones while hands-free phones 
are likely to be equally dangerous." 
 
"What worries me is that the law appears to condone 
hands-free phoning while driving. It's entirely the 
wrong message. Hands free conversations are 
equally dangerous and the only advice we should be 
giving to drivers is 'don't phone 
and drive'. 
 
We suspect that the timing of the DfT news release 
was intended to deflect news from an appeal court 
case in Hull today concerning laser speed meters. It 
didn't work because the case was adjourned until the 
following day. Watch out for interesting news from 
Hull. 

SPEED GUNS: CRISIS OF CONFIDENCE 
The case of Brian Wiltshire, acquitted at Preston 
Crown Court is indicative of a crisis of confidence in 
speed cameras and Police procedure, says Safe 
Speed. 
 
Commenting on the case, Paul Smith, of Safe Speed 
(www.safespeed.org.uk) said: "Speed cameras are 
causing a crisis of confidence in the Police, in official 
road safety and in British justice. We're seeing more 
and more people challenge needless allegations of 
speeding, and more and more of them seem to be 
successful." 
"The most common response from motorists to 
receiving a speeding fine seems to be: 'why me? I 
was driving safely!' - and in nearly ever case we 

believe that the motorists are right. The authorities 
need to distinguish between technical 
offences of exceeding an arbitrary speed limit and 
risky driving. They are not the same and speed 
cameras cannot tell the difference. Prosecuting safe 
drivers is a waste of resources and is causing a crisis 
of confidence." 
 
"Laser speed meters do make 'mistakes' - I've seen 
them with my own eyes. It all adds to the crisis of 
confidence and the Home Office must withdraw 
them." 
SPEED CAMERAS CAN CAUSE CRASHES SAYS 

CAMERA BOSS 
 
Speaking on BBC Look East yesterday evening, 
Bryan Edwards of the Norfolk Camera Partnership 
said: "What does concern me is of course if people 
put up fake cameras, motorists could be coming 
along at 70, think it is a camera, brake, or get 
distracted and that could actually cause a collision." 
While it is perfectly clear that Mr Edwards is referring 
to a fake speed camera, it's obvious that a real speed 
camera is even more likely to cause dangerous 
distraction and panic responses from drivers. 

 
If it wasn't for massive 'spin' and vested interests we 
would have scrapped speed cameras years ago due 
to the serious side effects of speed cameras, that can 

cause crashes, but it is unusual to hear such an 
admission from a camera boss.  

 
INDIVIDUAL RESPONSIBILITY IS A KEY ROAD 

SAFETY FACTOR 
 
Quoted in The Times, Owen Paterson, shadow roads 
minister said: "Instead of the State laying down the 
rules, we need to give responsibility back to road 
users." Safe Speed says that this is a crucial road 
safety 'truth'. 
 
Individual responsibility is one of the three road safety 
key factors that have been squandered by recent 
policy. The other two are 'skills' and 'attitudes'. 
 
It’s time to get back to road safety policies which 
recognise and develop the three key safety factors - 
skills, attitudes and responsibilities.  
 
The widely applied policies based on the idea that 
'speed kills' have tended to remove individual 
responsibility, worsen attitudes and de-skill the 
driving process. This is a deadly mistake that has, on 
average, made drivers worse costing thousands of 
lives.[1] 
Article in the Times: 
"'Naked' streets are safer, say Tories" 
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http://tinyurl.com/235qzq  
 
[1] Based on a simple extrapolation of earlier trends 
in road risk values, annual national road deaths 
would be down to around 2,000 per year by now. 
Safe Speed research strongly confirms the 
hypothesis that the loss of trend is due to 'bad policy'. 
The departure from long-term trend stated at the 
same time that we adopted policies based on the 
over simplified idea that 'speed kills'. 
 
The page SafeSpeed published when they found the 
loss of trend in 2003: 
http://www.safespeed.org.uk/fatality.html 
 
In the 2005 report. TRL629, TRL confirmed the Safe 
Speed claims that the loss of trend was due to 
'drivers getting worse'. 
=== 

Anti Motorcycles Laws Down Under 
At times I think we are having the toughest time here 
in France with more and more anti-motorcycle laws 
being passed. But then you receive an email from 
Australia, stating that they have passed a new law in 
the province of Queensland, Australia, that will force 
all aspiring motorcycle riders to have passed their car 
permit first, then drive a car for one year, before 
being allowed to get a motorcycle license !! This 
starting the 1st of July.  
 
Is the gravity down under so different that it makes 
politicians' blood circulate differently in their brains ?? 
Are they thinking ?? I guess not ! It has never been 
proven anywhere in the world, that a car driver makes 
a better motorcycle rider. In fact, study after study, 
has shown that a biker is a better car driver. They 
anticipate better, they judge traffic conditions better 
and they're better looking....(well, that's my opinion).  
 
In France, when they opened up the possibility for car 
drivers with 2 years of car driving experience to ride 
away on a 125 cc motorcycle (that law has now been 
cancelled, and you need 3 hours of motorcycle 
training - not a full motorcycle training, but a better 
understanding of the principles of motorcycles), the 
number of motorcycle accidents was reduced. Why ? 
Because many cagers now had a better 
understanding of traffic and fragile users of the road.  
 
According to AXA, one of worlds largest insurance 
companies, motorcycle riders are less likely to have 
an accident. AXA has determined that 10% of all car 
drivers have an accident within a year, while only 
3.3% of motorcycle riders have one during the same 
time period! And this from one biggest motorcycle 
insurance company in the world.  

 
According to the ACEM, car drivers holding 
motorcycle licences were less likely to commit a 
perception failure than those without a motorcycle 
licence. This is a direct quote from their MAIDS 
report.  
 
So why inverse things in Australia ? Why not just 
come out with a law that says "Biker not allowed". At 
least you'll be honest, and everyone knows where 
they stand !  
 
What can you do. If you live outside Queensland, not 
much. But bike riders and bike industry people in 
Queensland should be contacting their Members of 
Parliament now. Queenslanders can get the contact 
for their MP at www.parliament.qld.gov.au . 
=== 

NOT ACCEPTABLE! 
 
Reflecting the Motorcycle Action Groups (MAG UK) 
representation of riders throughout the UK, MAG Scotland 
is pushing Regional Transport Partnerships to include 
motorcycling in Scotland’s transport strategies. 
 
Despite the consultation process in producing draft 
Regional Transport Strategies, with the notable exception 
of that for the North East (NESTRANS), they barely 
acknowledge the existence of motorcycles and the needs 
of riders. 
 
MAG Scotland's Regional Representative, Steve Wykes 
said, " This is not acceptable! If we as motorcyclists are not 
to be further marginalised, ignored and penalised for 
daring to use personal powered transport, we need to 
stress the benefits that motorcycles, scooters and mopeds 
can provide as part of an integrated transport system." 
 
"Motorcycles, scooters and mopeds (Powered Two 
Wheelers - PTW's in the jargon of planners and transport 
experts) have a role to play in helping meet some of the 
objectives of the National and Regional Transport 
Strategies and highlighting the positive contributions we 
can make will be key to achieving the recognition, 
consideration and facilities we need and deserve." 
 
"If we are to deliver these benefits we need to be 
recognised as distinct from the car, be exempt from 
congestion charging. Have adequate and secure free bike 
parking provision near to our destinations. Enjoy access to 
High Occupancy Vehicle (HOV) lanes and bus-lanes and 
have maintenance and design of the road network reflect 
the needs of motorcyclists as detailed in the IHIE (Institute 
of Highway Incorporated Engineers) Guidelines for 
Motorcycling." 
  
MAG Scotland responses are being finalised for each of 
the Regional Transport Strategies and can be viewed at 
www.scotland.mag-uk.org you can join with MAG Scotland 
in pressing their case and getting the recognition that 
riders deserve. 



Jan ‐ 07   Page 17 

THE VIEWS EXPRESSED IN THIS PUBLICATION ARE NOT NECCESARILY THOSE OF MAG [UK] 
 

1. For further details contact Steve Wykes Regional 
representative MAG Scotland  
email scotland-region@mag-uk.org 
=== 
Bizarre Driving Laws  
=== 
The Greek sage Aristotle once penned, "Even when the 
laws have been written down, they ought not always 
remain unchanged." Not only is this wise advice, but also 
prophetic. Especially when you focus on some of the 
driving laws that loiter on the pages of state statutes.  
Tennessee, for example, has a law that bans shooting 
game, other than whales, from moving vehicles. 
Apparently, this law was authored during an unusually high 
tide or after too many dizzying spins on a Tilt-a-Whirl at 
Dollyworld. Chances of any whale finding its way into 
Tennessee via the Cumberland River are about as likely as 
Tony Danza winning a lifetime achievement award at the 
Cannes Film Festival. Yet, it exists.  
So as to assure that your next cross-country vacation in 
America does not get pricked by the thorns of legality, we 
at DMV.ORG have organized a list of arcane state laws 
that you should be aware of. For nothing can be more 
embarrassing than having to phone your attorney from 
Kentucky for help in escaping a fine for trying to transport 
an ice cream cone in your back pocket.  
Alabama  
It is illegal for a driver to be blindfolded while operating a 
vehicle.  
It is legal to drive the wrong way down a one-way street as 
long as a lantern is attached to the front of your car.  
Driving barefoot is illegal.  
Alaska  
It is illegal to tie a dog to the roof of your car.  
Arkansas  
It is illegal for a person to blare the horn on a vehicle at any 
place where cold drinks or sandwiches are served after 9 
p.m.  
California  
Any woman dressed in a housecoat is prohibited from 
driving a car.  
It is illegal in San Francisco to buff or dry your car with 
used underwear.  
No unoccupied vehicle may exceed 60 miles per hour.  
Florida  
If an elephant is tied to a parking meter, the owner or 
attendant must deposit money in the meter.  
Georgia  
State Assembly members are immune from being ticketed 
for speeding while the State Assembly is in session.  
In Marietta, Georgia it is illegal to spit from a moving car or 
bus, but is okay from a moving truck.  
Illinois  
In Evanston, Illinois it is unlawful to change clothes while 
inside a car with the curtains drawn, except during a fire.  
Kansas  
In Derby, Kansas, it is considered a misdemeanour to 
screech your tires while driving.  
Kentucky  
If you stop for ice cream while driving, be aware that it is 
considered unlawful to transport an ice cream cone in your 
back pocket.  
Massachusetts  

You will be ticketed if you drive with a gorilla in the 
backseat of your car.  
Michigan  
If you car breaks down in Detroit and you are waiting for 
assistance, be aware that sitting in the middle of the street 
to read a newspaper is illegal.  
Minnesota  
It is illegal to cross state lines, regardless if you are walking 
or driving, with a duck on your head. And, if you're crossing 
into Wisconsin, the law also applies to chickens.  
In Minnetonka, Minnesota, if you drive a truck that leaves 
mud, dirt or sticky substances on any road, you will be 
considered a public nuisance who is harming the peace, 
safety, and general welfare of the town.  
You cannot ride a motorcycle without a shirt.  
Montana  
In Whitehall, Montana, vehicles are prohibited from driving 
with ice picks attached to the wheels.  
Nevada  
It is illegal to drive a camel on the highway.  
New Jersey  
Drivers are required to beep their car horns before passing 
another vehicle.  
If convicted of driving while intoxicated, you permanently 
lose the option of registering for a vanity license plate.  
North Carolina  
In Dunn, North Carolina, it is illegal to drive on a sidewalk.  
Ohio  
In Oxford, Ohio, authorities will ticket you if you 
consecutively drive around the town square more than 100 
times.  
Keep in mind that if your car breaks down and you phone 
for a cab, you will be ticketed if you opt to ride on the cab's 
roof.  
Oklahoma  
It is considered illegal to read a comic book while driving.  
Oregon  
You will be ticketed if you leave your car door open longer 
than is deemed necessary.  
You will be slapped with a Class A traffic violation if you 
use your car on an Oregon highway to prove your physical 
endurance.  
It is illegal to pump your own gas.  
Pennsylvania  
If you spy a team of approaching horses, you are required 
by law to pull to the side of the road and cover your car 
with a blanket or dust cover that has been painted or sewn 
to blend into the scenery. But, if the horses react skittish to 
your efforts, you are then required to disassemble your car 
and hide the parts in the nearby underbrush.  
South Carolina  
In Hilton Head, South Carolina, you cannot leave trash in 
your vehicle out of fear of attracting rats.  
Tennessee  
It is illegal to fire a gun at any wild game other than whales 
from a moving car.  
West Virginia  
It is perfectly legal, for road maintenance purposes, to 
scavenge road kill.  
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Events 
 
February 
 
2-4 Dangermouse RC (MAG Affiliated Club) Frozen Nuts - 
Same site as last year 3 miles from Stoke on Trent.  Live bands; 
silly  games; disco; free camping; real ale; good food; sorry, no 
pets. Free rally badge (limited to first 250); special offer: buy 10 
tickets, get 1 free. £10 pre-book; £12 on gate.  Send cheques 
payable to DMRC to PO Box 582, Enoch House, Scotia Business 
Park, Stoke-on-Trent. Map with pre-book tickets also on DMRC 
web-site: www.dmrc.co.uk Enquiries to Bones 01782 783800 or 
mobile 07990500688, Orko 01270 628465 or mobile 
07960451573. 
3 Thames Valley MAG Thames Valley Region Fred Hill Run -  
Chieveley Services (J13 M4/A34) Meet 11:30am for 12:00pm 
departure. Further details TBA. Followed by regional AGM and 
evening party.  Information: Rob 0790 500 35 85 
3 Thames Valley MAG Thames Valley Region AGM -  Further 
details TBA. Followed by evening party. Starts 3:00pm 
Information: Rob 0790 500 35 85 
8 Greater London MAG London MAG Social Night -  Ace Cafe, 
Ace Corner (off  North circular road), Stonebridge, London 
NW10 Meeting Starts 8:30pm 
11 West Midlands MAG West Midlands MAG Fred Hill Run - 
Run from Bewell Head Working Man's club, 44 Bewell Head, B61 
8HY off Broad Street (which comes off Stourbridge Road - 
B4091 just where the Hundred House pub is) Bromsgrove.  Ride 
in to the National Motorcycle Museum and show your support 
(http://www.nationalmotorcyclemuseum.co.uk) just off junction 
6 of the M42, arrive at 1300. Group rides from the Park Inn  
(Black Country MAG) at 11:00 & The Merlin (Bromsgrove MAG) 
at 12:00.  Also the Unwanted MCC is organizing one from the 
Beech Hotel, Burton upon Trent at approx  12:00 - call for 
details of rides from your area.  Full details & map on website. 
Information: 0870 774 3543 / 07970 303528  
11 Greater London MAG Greater London MAG Fred Hill Run -
  Ace Cafe, Ace Corner (off  North circular road), Stonebridge, 
London NW10 Meet 12:00pm at the Ace Cafe for a run down to 
Pentonville Prison (Run leaves at 1:00pm) 
16 Medway MAG Rock Night -  The Beacon Court Tavern, 128 
Canterbury St, Gillingham, Kent ME7 5TP. Free Entry.  
Information; 07851 145436  
17 Southern Region MAG Southern Region MAG AGM - The 
Northbrook Arms, EAST stratton, Between Winchester and 
Basingstoke (off the A33).  Event starts 6pm, afterwoods nibbles 
and friendly skittles match. please bring membership card if you 
want to vote!! Information: 0870 7743563 
24 West Midlands MAG West Midlands MAG AGM - Barge & 
Barrel, Bloomfield Road, Tipton. 13.00 start.  
Information: 0870 774 3543 / 07970 303528  
 
March 
 
8 Greater London MAG London MAG Social Night -  Ace Cafe, 
Ace Corner (off  North circular road), Stonebridge, London 
NW10 Meeting Starts 8:30pm 
8 Basingstoke MAG Basingstoke MAG AGM -  The Soldiers 
Return, Upper Sherbourne Road, Basingstoke, Hampshire.  
Starts 9pm please bring your up to date membership card if you 
wish to vote. Information: 07970 416248 
11 North East MAG North East MAG AGM -  The Avalon Hotel, 
South Parade, Whitley Bay, Tyne & Wear, NE26 2RG. 2:00pm 
start. Guest Speaker David Short, MAG Campaigns Manager.  
Information: 08707 743548 
16 Southampton MAG The Frozen Beaver Bash -  
Unfortunately this event has been cancelled 
23 Medway MAG Rock Night -  The Beacon Court Tavern, 128 
Canterbury St, Gillingham, Kent ME7 5TP. Free Entry.  
Information; 07851 145436  
28 Weston & North Somerset MAG Weston & North Somerset 
MAG Group AGM -  Cromwells, Kent Road, Congresbury, North 
Somerset.  8pm sign in for 8:30pm prompt start.  Bring your 
membership cards. Information: 01934 838535 

 
 
 
31 West Midlands MAG West Midlands MAG Easter Egg Run - 
Run from Bewell Head Working Man's club, 44 Bewell Head, B61 
8HY off Broad Street (which comes off Stourbridge Road - 
B4091 just where the Hundred House pub is) Bromsgrove, at 
12:00 to Acorns in Worcester.  Please bring Easter eggs, cuddly 
toys, fruit and the like to donate to this deserving charity.  Full 
details on website Information: 0870 774 3543 / 07970 303528  
 
April 
 
1 Salisbury MAG 6th Spring Surprise Bike Show - Salisbury 
Livestock Market, Netherhampton Road, Salisbury, SP2 8RH. 
Don't be an April fool, come to the show and enjoy this season 
opening event.  Starts 12 Noon. Information: 01794 342062 / 
07970 363520 
8 MAG Scotland Glasgow Easter Egg Run -  Kelvin Way, 
Glasgow. 12:00 noon for a 12:30pm start. All welcome. All 
monies raised from the day will go to Royal Hospital for Sick 
Children at Yorkhill.  Tickets: TBC. Information: 0870 774 3569 
14 Motorcycle Action Group Annual Group Conference (AGC) 
- Banovallum School,  Boston Road, Horncastle, Lincs. Each 
April, MAG holds an Annual Group Conference  (AGC), at which 
any member is entitled to attend, have their say on policy and  
elect the relevant officers of the group, as well as helping to 
decide on the  actions of MAG in the coming year. Full details on 
the AGC website http://www.network.mag-
uk.org/mag_agc_2007.html 
12 Greater London MAG London MAG Social Night -  Ace 
Cafe, Ace Corner (off  North circular road), Stonebridge, London 
NW10 Meeting Starts 8:30pm 
22 Southampton MAG Southampton MAG Bike Show - The 
Cricketers, Chestnut Avenue, Eastleigh, Hampshire.  FREE 
ENTRY TO BIKE SHOW.  Information: Rose; 07919000635 or 
Geoff; 07915630268. 
 
May 
 
4-6 Yorkshire MAG Into The Valley -  Sledmeren Nr Driffield, 
East Yorkshire. NO Cars, No Vans.  Tickets: Web, Phone, 
Cheque.  Information: 0870 774 3568. 
10 Greater London MAG London MAG Social Night -  Ace 
Cafe, Ace Corner (off  North circular road), Stonebridge, London 
NW10 Meeting Starts 8:30pm 
11-13 West Oxon MAG No Room at the Inn Rally - Clanfield 
Football Club, Clanfield, Oxfordshire.  All the usual stuff!  120 
limit.  Tickets: £12 adv. £15 otg.  
Tickets & Information: Rob 0790 500 35 85 
11-13 North Devon MAG Lee Bay Bike Weekend 2007 - Lee 
Bay Hotel, Lee, Nr Ilfracombe, North Devon, EX34 8LP.  Pre-
book only. Book early to avoid disappointment.  This is luxury 
rallying at  its' finest.  No tent, no sleeping bag, no tons of kit 
bungeed to your bike.  Just come prepared for a weekend of 
sun, beer, glorious scenery and some of the finest beaches in 
the country. Check out the hotel website www.leebayhotel.com 
for reviews of previous events see back issues of The Road and 
Streetbiker. All diets catered for, please discuss at time of 
booking.  Single rooms available, no supplementary charge.  
Tickets: 2 nights B & B. £56 per person.  Additional nights 
available at preferential rates.  Booking: Lee Bay Hotel. 01271 
867600. Information: Doug & Trace; 01271 324111 
11-13 World’s End MCC (MAG Affiliated Club) 6th Short Weak 
End Rally -  The Sun & Anchor , Steeple, Essex. (Next to 
Steeple church) Loads of Bands, Bike Show, Silly Games, Real 
Ales, Good Food, our famed Exec. loos!  All proceeds to Helen 
Rollason Cancer Fund.  Tickets: £8 Advance, £12 OTG, Under 
16s free. Available From: Mark Withrington, 28 Portsea Road, 
Tilbury, Essex, RM18 8AX.  Information: 07901 571101 
11-13 Middlesbrough & District MAG The Number One Rally - 
Tunstall Farm, Tunstall Lane, Nunthorpe, Middlesbrough. 
Tickets: £10 Advance, £15 OTG. Cars Admitted to Car Park Only 
- £5. Information: 01642 289491 



Jan ‐ 07   Page 19 

THE VIEWS EXPRESSED IN THIS PUBLICATION ARE NOT NECCESARILY THOSE OF MAG [UK] 
 

MAG UK Office: MAG UK, P.O. Box 750, Rugby CV21 3ZR   
                                       Telephone: 0870 444 8448  Fax:  0870 444 8449 Email: central-office@mag-uk.org  

Accounts Dept.  0870 444 8448  accounts@mag-uk.org   
Membership Dept.  0870 444 8448  central-office@mag-uk.org  
National Officers 
National Chairman/Director  Jane Chisholm 0870 774 3533  chair@mag-uk.org 
National Vice-Chairman  Fergus 

O'Connell 
0870 774 3560  vice-chair@mag-uk.org 

National Finance 
Officer/Director  

Justine Travis 0870 774 3537  finance-officer@mag-uk.org 

National Communications 
Officer  

Archi Hipkins 0870 774 3559  communications-officer@mag-uk.org 

President/The Road Editor  Ian Mutch 0870 774 3532  theroad@mag-uk.org 
Public Affairs Director Trevor Baird 0870 444 8448 public-affairs@mag-uk.org 
Campaigns Manager David Short 0870 7743530 campaigns-manager@mag-uk.org 
National Clubs Liaison Officer  Fergus 

O'Connell 
0870 7743540  clubs-officer@mag-uk.org 

National Research Officer  Elaine Hardy 0870 774 3567  research@mag-uk.org 
Director  Gerard Livett 0870 774 3557 director-gl@mag-uk.org 
Director  John Thomson 0870 774 3554  director-jt@mag-uk.org 
Director  Steve Wykes 0870 774 3562 director-sw@mag-uk.org 
Events (Shows and Stands) Neil Stevenson  0870 774 3539 events-manager@mag-uk.org 
MAG Sport Racing  Trevor Baird 0870 444 8448 magsport@mag-uk.org 
MAP Ltd  Pete Walker 0870 774 3551  pwalker@maphq.karoo.co.uk 
Regional Reps 
British Independent Islands  Vacant 0870 444 8448 central-office@mag-uk.org 
Cumbria  Paul Turner 0870 774 3550  cumbria-region@mag-uk.org 
East Anglia   Selina Lavender 0870 774 3561 east-anglia-region@mag-uk.org  
Eastern  Murray Webb 0870 774 3565  eastern-region@mag-uk.org 
East Midlands  Vacant 0870 444 8448 central-office@mag-uk.org 
Greater London  Gerard Livett  0870 774 3557  greater-london-region@mag-uk.org 
Herts & Essex  Simon O’Connor 0870 774 3558  herts-essex-region@mag-uk.org 
North East  Ian Cook 0870 774 3548  north-east-region@mag-uk.org 
Northern Ireland  Vacant 0870 444 8448 central-office@mag-uk.org 
North Wales  Vacant 0870 444 8448 central-office@mag-uk.org 
North West  Tony Cox 0870 774 3544  north-west-region@mag-uk.org 
Scotland  Steve Wykes 0870 774 3562  scotland-region@mag-uk.org 
South East  Stu Chivers 0870 774 3545  south-east-region@mag-uk.org 
Southern  Finbar Colson 0870 774 3563  southern-region@mag-uk.org 
South Wales  Andrew Davies 0870 774 3552  south-wales-region@mag-uk.org 
South West  Mike Baker 0870 774 3538  south-west-region@mag-uk.org 
Thames Valley  Rob Easthope 0870 774 3542  thames-valley-region@mag-uk.org 
Western  Bryan Chapman 0870 774 3547  western-region@mag-uk.org 
West Midlands  Eddie Lowe 0870 774 3543  west-midlands-region@mag-uk.org 
Yorkshire  Sheila McMahon 0870 774 3549  yorkshire-region@mag-uk.org 
The MAG Foundation 
Research Officer  Sarah Gardner 01788 570450  info@mag-foundation.org 

Please be aware that with the exception of the MAG UK  Office Staff - Public Affairs – The Road Editor – MAG 
Foundation 

All these people are volunteers with 'day-jobs 
Consequently, they may not be available to receive or return phone calls during office hours 

E-mail may be a more effective form of communication 
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Weston & North Somerset MAG 

Present The 

 

 

 

 

 

On the 7th – 9th September 2007  
With Real Ale at our own bar The Sink Inn and Live music  

Also prizes for best bikes, Silly Games  
Follow the              Signs from J20 M5 

 

 
 
No Fires, Dogs & Cars by appointment and Kids to be kept on a lead 
Tickets are £8 Pre-Booked Cheques made out too: Weston & N Somerset MAG. Please send an SAE with 
your booking too: The Troll, 293 Stowey Rd, Yatton,  
North Somerset, BS49 4QT  
Patches for the first 150 pre-book 
Or £10 on the gate 
For more Info contact The Troll 
℡: 01934 838535 

: george@leggyatton.fsnet.co.uk 
 
 

BIKESAFE LAUNCH 
 

Event Date: 31 March - 1 April 07  
 
Event Venue: Cheltenham Racecourse  
 
Event Synopsis: Join us back at the Cheltenham Racecourse on the 31 
March to the 1 April for some updates on the Government Motorcycle Strategy and the New Motorcycle 
Test. DSA staff will be there to answer queries about the projects and in particular the future of 
motorcycle training and testing. Or if you prefer just come and say hello and have a chat about biking 
with people who love it!  
 
Email: georgia.georgiou@dsa.gsi.gov.uk  

 

     GWR 


